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When midst the mazes of the firmament,
I roam in fancy world on shining world, ---
In doubt these myriad solar systems hurled
At random, without plan or fixed intent,
Could spin so long with forces still unspent
And never orbit clash, --- anon I find
My inmost being to one concept bent:

That naught is puppet vain of Chance purblind,

But out and on, beyond the farthest flights

Of man’s imagination --- whence, the lights

Our eyes behold began their journeys here

Uncounted eons past --- from sphere to sphere,

One Law thruout the boundless realms of space;

One Power doth hold the Universe in place.

3/9/33 (FRF % 160 5. 1934, #8#0)
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RECOLLECTIONS OF DR. PERCIVAL LOWELL
AND DR. W. H. PICKERING

In the 1890’s my brother and | were boys in our early ‘teens in Flagstaff, Arizona, U. S.
A., when the Astronomer Percival Lowell built his Observatory there. The reason he chose
such a remote and small town was because of the very dry, pure air, which make the night
sky exceedingly clear and the stars especially visible; also the infrequency of rain means
little obscuring by clouds. Flagstaff is located in the northern and mountainous part of
Arizona, and is itself 7000 feet above sea-level. Our family went there in search of health a
few years before Percival Lowell went there in search of stars.

During the building of the Observatory and of the roadway up the hill (or “Mesa”) upon
which it stands, my brother and | spent many Saturdays during school time, and many
vacation days, watching the work progress.

My early interest in architecture led me especially to observe the construction of the
Observatory. | well remember the deep hole, blasted from the solid rock of the hill, in which
was set the massive base to support the telescope. Our interest in the road-making lay in
the fact that the work was being done by the father of two of our school mates, and these
boys helped him during the holidays. Whether we ourselves helped or hindered by our
presence, | am in doubt; but at least we enjoyed watching and we learned something about
grading and draining a mountain roadway.

Mr. Lowell became a great personage in our small town. He was, of course, too much
absorbed in his work to be a very “sociable” man in the ordinary sense. But also he was far
from being a provincial New Englander who spoke “only to Cabots.” His scientific mind and
his wide travels had made him a world citizen. The most lasting impression he made upon
my boyish mind was rather an odd mixture: | thought of him as both exceedingly dignified
and as a sort of “jJumping-jack”! (a jointed wooden doll which bends freely at the joints when
a string is pulled). The first half of the impression was due to his general appearance as a
cultured gentleman; the second to the way in which he bowed very deeply, removing his hat,
to both ladies and men when he met them on the street. We “Westerners” were accustomed
to remove our hats only to ladies and to bow to no one. When | remarked about Dr. Lowell’s
excessive politeness, someone told me that he probably learned that during his visit to
Japan. | believe that that was my very first information about Japan! So perhaps Lowell
Observatory played some part in setting may feet toward my future home.

Professor Pickering came out to Lowell Observatory from Harvard University, to



pursue his studies of Mars, - a subject in which both he and Dr. Lowell were especially
interested.

| remember how our local weekly newspaper kept us excited with startling suggestions
the Lowell Observatory had discovered proof of life on Mars; the farms were discernable,
with irrigating canals and vegetation greening in the Martian spring; and such interesting
speculations. | remember how the people used to be invited to visit the observatory on
certain nights and how | got may own first view of the moon and of Saturn’s Rings thru the
Lowell Telescope.

Mr. Pickering and Mr. Douglass were both at Lowell Observatory for some time. They
were younger men than Dr. Lowell, and were often at the homes of our friends and in our
own home, so we got to know them better.

Dr. Douglass later became famous for his work at the University of Arizona (where
he still is) on the discovery of weather cycles by means of tree rings in ancient timbers in
prehistoric cliff dwellings in Arizona. | have seen him in recent years.

Dr. Pickering | remember as rather large man, with brown hair and a beard - which
latter made him seem somewhat older than he must have been at the time. A very kindly,
and soft-voiced gentleman, who seemed to take an interest in anybody and any
conversation that he came across. He gave the feeling og deep scholarship and yet of a
warm personality to even a youngster like myself.

Dr. Lowell seemed more aloof; and | could understand this aspect of his great
character when | visited his tomb - beside his Observatory - in 1925, on one of my later visits
to Flagstaff. There is inscribed a quotation from his own writings, the exact words of which |
Cannot recall, but the meaning of which is that he who would study deeply into astronomy
must be prepared for a lonely life. That is equally true of all prophets and pioneers who
sacrifise their personal comfort and advantage in order to make the world better. Percival
Lowell gave not only his time but he paid his own salary and built his own Observatory out of
his personal fortune. He was a scientist for the love of Truth, without any profit-motive. He
may have been lonely as far as contemporary associates were concerned, but he belongs to

the greatest company of all - the Makers of History.

(signature)
Wm. Merrell Vories
April 19, 1938
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