Hydrogen-deficient Carbon (HdC) stars are relatively cool  (Teff ~5000-6500 K) supergiants similar to R Coronae Borealis (RCB) stars except for their lack of extreme optical variablity (up to 8 mag for RCB stars), pulsations, and infrared excess. Their surface abundances seem to be similar to RCBs and, as discovered at Gemini, both show dramatic enhancements of 18O. In them the ratio 16O/18O ranges from 0.3 to 4; it is ~500 in the sun and the ISM.  The origins of HdC and RCB and Extreme Helium stars are still not

clear, but the emerging picture is that they all might be a result of white dwarf mergers – a carbon oxygen white dwarf with a helium white dwarf. In this context it is important to understand mass loss behaviors of these stars. RCB stars show strong stellar winds as traced by the P-Cygni type profiles of He I 10830A line. Is this stellar wind phenomenon shared by HdC stars or is their lack of IR excesses and light variations due to the absence of stellar winds? We have explored this question by observing He I10830A line profiles in HdC stars with Phoenix at Gemini South, and will report the results and our conclusions.
