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- 3. Is the baseline Gemini design likely to perform to
GEMINI PROJE( the specifications and provide a uniquely powerful imag-
. ing and infrared capability on Mauna Kea?

No. Inchoosing a meniscus mirror over a honeycomb
mirror, the Project has unnecessarily exposed itself to sig-
nificant additional risk of failure. The decision traded a

NEWS

| June 1993 / Number 5 perceived short term financial risk in mirror blank fabrica-
tion for a long term technical risk to the telescope's per-
0 Op formance. Although we did not find proof that the
&' | meniscus concept cannot meet the requirements, this ap-

proach is clearly more risky.
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Based on the extensive material presented to us during

1 '1 ) . . ‘
- - & the review, we conclude that is essential that the Project

& | * retumn to the honeycomb mirror concept. This is our prin-
cipal technical finding. Previous NOAQ/GEMINI commit-

1l
& ) tees have found the borosilicate mirror to be the preferred
M technical solution.
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