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z.’\ 5.1 5.2 5.3 5.4 5.5 5.6 5.7 5.8 5.9 6.0
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300.13479 0.12928 0.12386 0.11853 0.11332 0.10823 0.10327 0.09845 0.09377 0.08924
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6 10.14900 0.15148 0.15366 0.15554 0.15712 0.15840 0.15938 0.16008 0.16049 0.16062
7 10.10856 0.11253 0.11634 0.11999 0.12345 0.12672 0.12978 0.13263 0.13527 0.13768
g |0.06921 0.07314 0.07708 0.08099 0.08487 0.08870 0.09247 0.09616 0.09976 0.10326
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18 | 000001 0.00001 0.00001 0.00001 0.00001 0.00002 0.00002 0.00003 0.00003 0.00004
19 | 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00001 0.00001 0.00001 0.00001
20 | 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000
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Not every resident of Hawaii is multilingual, but many different -

languages and dialects are spoken in Hawaii. We single out for com-
ment several languages, each of which has been the mother tongue of

one of the ethnic groups who have resided in Hawaii since Captain .

.| Cook’s arrival, at which time, of course, Hawaiian was the language of
the islands.

English is the first language of the majority of residents and its use
is widespread. It has been in competition with a variety of languages,
among which are those of immigrants from several countries: Contacts
between speakers of these languages became numerous in the last half
of the nineteenth century and early decades of the present, and in-
evitably influenced the English spoken in the islands. Many factors
favored the dominance of English, although this dominance has been
checked to some degree by the recent liberalization of immigration
laws, a marked increase in visitors from Japan, and a continuing aware-
ness by many people in Hawaii of the values of a multicultural and
multilingual society. _

English in Hawaii assumes a variety of styles. Mainland English is a
major influence, but many people speak a recognizably regional form

of the language. Some speakers of this Hawaiian English shift from one ~

to another of its various subtypes, which have been viewed as a con-
tinuum, encompassing utterances characteristic of an English-based Ha-
waiian pidgin, an-English-based Hawaiian creole, nonstandard Hawaiian
English, or standard Hawaiian English. Each of these subtypes has
characteristic features, but individual speakers do not necessarily restrict
themselves in range.

Tsuzaki (1971) illustrates varying ways of expressing a single idea. To
the standard (Hawaiian) English “I am eating” correspond the possible
equivalents in pidgin: “Me kaukau,” “Me eat,” “I kaukau,” or “I eat”; in
creole: “1 stay eal,” or “I stay kaukau”; and in nonstandard: “I stay
eating,” or “I eating.” Kaukau is said to be a Hawaiianization of the
Chinese pidgin English chowchow; thus the example illustrates both gram-
matical and vocabulary features. For differences in pronunciation, ready
examples are at hand in such words as “ship” (thyming with “sheep”) or
“pet” (rhyming with “pat”). :

Hawaii’s Japanese poéulakion stems from periods of immigration
which began in 1868 and were most active from 1885 to 1924. Not all

© the immigrants spoke standard Japanese, but churches, language

schools, travel, radio, television, movies, and newspapers make it a

. familiar language in Hawaii. Stores and hotels in Waikiki have recently

begun to use Japanese in dealing with increasing numbers of guests from
Japan. The usual way of writing Japanese employs Chinese characters
(kanji) together with hiragana or katakana, syllabic symbols to represent
elements not provided by the characters: verb endings, prepositions,
and the like, as well as foreign words.

- Approximately two-thirds of Hawaii's Japanese population origi-
nated in the prefectures of Yamaguchi, Hiroshima, Kumamoto, and
Okinawa. Representatives of the last-named prefecture first reached
Hawaii in 1900, and their regional form of speech is not readily
understood by speakers from the Naichi or main island prefectures,
where regional languages are less divergent. Okinawans may account
for about one-fifth of the total Japanese population, but their language is
now rarely used except among the older members of the group. English
is replacing Japanese for the younger generations; Hawaii’s regional
Japanese tends to resemble the dialects of western Japan, rather than
Tokyo standard, and shows the influence of languages with which it has

been in contact—English, Hawaiian, and others.
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